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Teachers’ Beliefs About Arabic Language Curriculum Design
for the First Three Basic Grades

Dr. Khaldoun A. Abul-Haija and Dr. Imad T. Sa’di

Abstract

This study aims at developing a scale and applying it to investigate
the first three basic grades teachers’ beliefs about five alternative Arabic
language curriculum designs for those grades, and examining the effects
of the teaching experience and type of school on the teachers’ beliefs
about those designs. For the purpose of the study, the “Belief Scale about
Arabic Language Curriculum Design” was constructed and distributed to
a sample of (N= 623) teachers to verify its psychometric characteristics.
Then, the scale was applied to another sample of (N=337) teachers, and
the two-way MANOVA was utilized. The results of the study indicate
that the scale has a good validity and reliability, and the five alternative
curriculum designs, which the scale includes, where complementary in
the teachers’ belief system. The results also show that there were
statistically significant differences in teachers’ beliefs about the
academic, cognitive, and technological designs which can be attributed to
the teaching experience, type of school and the interaction. Finally,
implications for teacher education programs and recommendations for
further research were suggested.
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