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On His Being Arrived to the Age of Twenty-three

How soon hath Time, the subtle thief of youth, (a)
Stol'n on his wing my three-and-twentieth year! (b)
My hasting days fly on with full career, (b)

But my late spring no bud or blossom shew’th. (a)
Perhaps my semblance might deceive the truth (a)
That | to manhood am arriv’d so near; (b)

And inward ripeness doth much less appear, (b)
That some more timely-happy spirits endu'th. (a)
Yet be it less or more, or soon or slow, (c)

It shall be still in strictest measure ev'n (d)

To that same lot, however mean or high, (e)
Toward which Time leads me, and the will of Heav’n: (d)
All is, if | have grace to use it so (c)

As ever in my great Task-Master’s eye. (e)
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Shall I/ compare/ thee to/ a sum/mer’s day/?
Thou art/ more love/ly and/ more tem/perate/.
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Shall | compare thee to a summer’s day
Thou art more lovely and more temperate

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May
And summer’s lease has all too short a date

Sometimes too hot the eye of heaven shines

And often is his gold complexion dimmed,

And every fair from fair sometimes declines,

By chance or nature’s changing course untrimmed.
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But thy eternal summer shall not fade,

Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st,

Nor shall Death brag thou wand’rest in his shade,
When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st.

So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.
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Molti amadori la lor malatia

portano in core, che ‘m vista nom pare;
Ed io nom posso si celar la mia

ch’ ella nom paia per lo mio penare;
Pero che son sotto altrui segnoria,

ne di meve non o neiente a fare,

Se non quanto madonna mia voria,

ch’ ella mi pote morte e vita dare.

Su’ e 10 core, e suo sono tutto quanto,
e chi non a comsiglio da suo core,

non vive imfra la gente como deve.
Cad io nom sono mio ne piu ne tanto,
se non quanto madonna e de mi fore,
ed un poco di spirito ch’ e ‘n meve.

In other words: -

Many a lover beareth his distress
Within his heart, away from others’ sight,
Yet can | not conceal my bitterness

So that my look shall not reveal my plight.
Another holdeth me in her duress,

And over mine own self | have no might
Save as my lady deigns to acquiesce,
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Who giveth life and death as of her right.
Hers is my heart, hers am | all in all;

And he that hath no counsel of his heart ,
Liveth in gentle company but ill.

Nor am | verily in life at all

Save through my lady, from myself apart,
And the mere breath that bideth in me still.
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To be or not to be. that is the question.
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Basc Fortune, now [ see, that in thy whecl"
There is a poinl. to which when men aspire,
They tumble headlong down. That point I touched.
Andl. seeing there was no place to mount up higher,
Why should I grieve at my declining fall?"
Farewell. fair Queen. weep not for Mortimer.
‘That scorns the world and. as a traveller.
Goes to discover countries yel unknown
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(The Arden Shakespeare): Shakespeare’s Sonnets, ed. by
Katherine Duncan Jones, Thomson Learning (London, 2007).

(The Oxford Shakespeare): Complete Sonnets and Poems,
ed. by Colin Burrows, Oxford University Press (Oxford, 2002).
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(Cambridge School Shakespeare): Shakespeare, The
Sonnets, ed. by Rex Gibson, Cambridge University Press
(Cambridge, 2006).

(Dover Thrift Editions): William Shakespeare, Complete
Sonnets, ed. by Stanley Appelbaum, Dover Publications
(Mineola, N. Y., 1991).

(No Fear Shakespeare): Sonnets, ed. by John Crowther,
Spark Notes (New York, 2004).
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University Press (Cambridge-Mass & London, 1997).
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University Press (Oxford, 1984).
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Raisonne De L'Occident Medieval, Fayard (Paris, 1999).

Linda Fish Compton, Andalusian Lyrical Poetry and Old
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York University Press (New York, 1976).
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'TO. THE, ONLY. BEGETTER. OF.
THESE, ENSUING. SONNETS.
Mr. WH. ALL. HAPPINESsS.
AND. THAT ETERNITY.
PROMISED,

BY.
OUR. EVER-LIVING. POET.
WISHETH.
THE. WELL—WISHING.
ADVENTURER. IN.
SETTING.
FORTH.

TT.
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56 1833

SHall I compare thee to a Summers day?
Thou art more louely and more temperate:
Rough windes do fhake the darling buds of Maie,
And Sommers leafe hath all too fhort 2 date:
Sometime too hoz the eye of heauen fhines,
And oftenis his gold complexion dimm'd,
And euery faire from faire fome-time declines,
By chance,or natures changing courfe vnerim'ds
But thy eternall Sommer fhall notfade,
Nor loofe poffeffion of thac faire thou ow'fi,
Not (hall death brag thou wandr't in his fhade,
When in eternali lines to time thou grow't,

So long as men can breath or eyes caa fec,

So long liucs this,and this giues life to thee,
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