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8

purgation of anger. "By language embellished " I mean
language into which rhythm harmony and song enter.
By ‘"the several kinds in separate " I mean , that some
parts are rendered through the medium of verse alone ,

others again with aid of song .

Essam Saad
Cairo 2/9/92



The definition of comedy :

As Aristotle based his definition of tragedy on four

elements ;

The object of imitation in tragedy .

The medium of imitation in drama .

The manner of imitation in drama .

The function of tragedy ,

The author replaces the first and the fourth
elements by
- The object of imitation in comedy .

- The function of comedy ,

that were studied earlier in the study to reach the

defination of comedy as

"Comedy , then, is an imitation of characters of a
lower type, through a complete action , and of a certain
magnitude ; in language embellished with each kind of
artistic ornament , the several kinds being found in
separate parts of the play ; in the form of action, not of
narrative ; through laughter effecting the proper

purgation of anger, "By language embellished " I mean



1- Prologos 2- Parodos
3- Agon 4- Parabasis

5- Epeisodia 6- Exodos

then in NOTES, he difines each of them and studies
them through the Clouds of Aristophanes (old
comedy), Plutus of Aristophanes ( middle comedy ) ,

and Arbitration of Menander ( modern comedy ) .
The sources of laughableness in the comic play :

The author states the aristotle's explanations , in

The Rhetoric, of the three sources of laughableness:

éthos Character
lexis Diction
pragms Situation

The function of comedy :

After examining Aristotle's conception of thought
and the three emotions , pity - fear - and anger,
mentioned in The Poetics , the author reaches the
function of comedy as " the purgation of the audience

from anger by arousing the emotion of laugh .



The emergence and development of comedy :

Here the author discusses how Aristotle was not
satisfied with the openions he knew about the
emergence and development of comedy, so he came o
the result : The lamooners became writers of comedy ,
and a poem of the satirical kind can not be put down to
any author earlier than Homer . On the other hand, the
author of the study refers to the modedrn studies , in

NOTES , as a try to complete the study of this topic .
The aspects of comedy :

The author studies complete quotations of Aristotle
on the : Character ( éthos ) , Plot ( mythos ) , Diction (
lexis ) , Thought ( dianoia ) , Spectacle ( opsis ) , and
Song ( melopiia ) , and explains that the Character is
- the most important aspect to Aristotle .Then through
The Rhetoric , he reaches the nature of the comic

charcter .
The divisions of the comic play :

Through the modern studies , the author states that

the divisions of the comic play are :



translations. The author uses Dr. Abdul Rahman

Badawi's Arabic translation of The Rhetoric .

The author adds an appendix of the Greek names

and those controversial quotations of Aristotle .

The author starts the study proving that Aristotle
wrote a complete chapter on comedy in THE
POETICS, depending on quotations from The Poetics
and The Rhetoric . The study is delt with through seven
topics:

- The nature of comedy .

- The emergence and development of comedy .

- The aspects of comedy .

- The divisions of the comic play .

- The sources of laughableness in the comic play .

- The function of Comedy .

- The definition of comedy .
The nature of comedy :
The author quotes Aristotle's openion about

imitation and how he differntiates between the styles of

imitation through the Medium , Object and Manner .



used. The author refers to the modern studies |,
especially those dealing with the emergence and
development of comedy and tracing the divisions of the
comic play, and gives examples from the old, middle
and modern comedy taken from Reinhard's " classical
drama : Greek and Roman" . The author defines all the
works and names mentioned in The Poetics according
to The Classical Dictionary. He also depends on The
Republic of Plato and The Art Of Poetry of Horace to

show their points of agreement and disagreement with

Aristotle's openions.

The author leaned on Prof. Ibrahim Hamada's
translation , from English, of The Poetics for its
language and expression accuracy and the translator's
profession as a crtic . Two other Arabic translations,
from Greek. by Dr. Abdul Rahman Badawi and Dr.
Shokri Mohamed Ayad , in addition to Butcher's
English translation, from Greek , had their points of
agreement and disagreemet with‘ Prof. Hamada's
translation , so the author uses the Greek text as a base

of the comparison of all the above mentioned






SYNOPSIS*

The author, believing that Aristotle was the first to
study theatre and that the theories he made are
reflections of his general philosophy, represents this
study in an attempt to yield , through Aristotle's
quotations , the study of Greek comedy , and the
descriptive method , what he believes to be Aristotle's
defination of comedy. To achieve his goal, the author,
divides his work into two major parts, the first , is the
study itself , to reach his conclusions with minimal
interruptions, leaving all the other opinions, theories,
quotations, examples, etc to the NOTES where he

discusses them..

The study is based on Aristotle's quotations, except
for that topic of " The divisions of the comic play" ,
when quotations of Prof. Ahmed Etman's " The Greek

poetry, a human and international heritage ", are

* All the techincal terms used in Synopsis are based on :
Butcher S.H., Aristotle's theory of poetry and fine art.
New York: Dover publishers ink, 1951 4th ed.
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