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And you shall wash your linen

And keep your body white

In rainfall at morning

And dewfall at night

(Songs: 3 (R.L. Stevenson) 0 guiiiu 9,0 S1SU
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PRECOGNITION. From the earliest times there
have not been lacking persons who professed to be able to
foretell the future, nor others who believed that they could

do so. The Old Testament contains a number of instances,

while others are to be found in classical history and
mythology, Consultation of an oracle or the taking of
omens, both of which imply belief in some kind of
prophetic ability, were regular procedures before going to
war or engaging in any major enterprise. In addition to
these more or less professional utterances, there have been
many cases of private individuals who have experienced
dreams, hallucinations or vaguer presentiments - usually of
death or disaster- which have seemed to them to forshadow
coming events and to have been fulfilled.

Occasionally, too, relatively long-term predictions on
matters of public interest have achieved a degree of success
not plausibly attributable to chance or to rational inference.
For example, the quatrains of Nostradamus (q.v.),
published in the middle of the 16th century, appear to have
foretold certain incidents of the French revolution (e.g. the

last-minute flight of Louis XVI to Varennes) with
rema;:kable circumstantiality (J. Laver, Nostradamus,
1942).

Belief in such Possibilities has naturally been fostered
by the practice, common in all such matters, of
remembering and relating the cases in which the prediction
succeeded and forgetting or omitting to mention those in
which it did not. Moreover, some ostensible precognitions
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may be to some extent selffulfilling- e.g. a man who
dreams that he falls off a bicycle and breaks his leg may
thereby be rendered so nervous that he does so. Or a false
impression of precognition may be given by subconscious
processes of observation and inference, as in the diagnosis
and prognosis of disease.

Spontaneous Cases. - It is only in quite recent
years, namely since the foundation of the Society for
Psychical Research in 1882, that the alleged phenomena
have been subjected to systematic and scientific scrutiny.
One of the first tasks the society set itself was to collect
and examine spontaneous cases of this kind (experimental
work came much later) with particular reference, of course,
to their evidential status. The standard set was extremely
high and no case was published unless supported by the
independent testimony of reputable witnesses, None the
less, a large number of cases is to be found scattered
throughout the society's Journal and Proceedings, and
excellent summaries are given by H. F. Saltmarsh in Proc.
XLII, Feb. 1934 and in Foreknowledge.

He found no fewer than 349 cases of prima facie
foreknowledge (or precognition, as it is now more
commonly called) recorded in the first 50 years of the
society's life, but of these he eliminated 68 on various
grounds, as that they were unduly vague or "clearly chance
coincidences, or else cognitions... of comtemporary, rather
than future events", leaving 281 to be considered. Using a
system of marking based on his criteria for an ideally
perfect cases, he rated 134 of these as "good" and the
remaining 147 as "ordinary" ."A good case is one in which
the precognition is particularly definite and full of detail,
and when the evidence is satisfactory. An ordinary case is
one which, although it may not attain to the standard of the
good cases, is sufficiently evidential of precognition to be
significant when taken along with a mass of other
evidence".

Typical good cases, in great brevity, are:

(a) A lady sees a phantasmal appearance of her
mother-in-law, followed some hours later by an
hallucinatory voice saying, "Come both of you on the
22nd". Precognition acted on. The mother-in-law died a
few days later on the 22nd. Was not known to be ill at the
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time of the hallucination. (Proc. S.P.R.V 193).

(b) Mrs S dreams that she sees her son with a stranger
on cliffs, from which he falls; she asks the stranger hgs
name and he says "Henry Irvin". The son, at this time, 1s
safe in Manchester but a few days later is killed falling
from a horse on the cliffs at Scarborough. Mrs S meets the
man who was with him at the time, recognizes the stranger
of her dream, and learns that, although his real name is
Deverell, he used to recite at concerts etc. under the name
of "Henry Irvin, Jr". (Proc. S.P.R.V 322).

(c) Mrs A dreams of reading family prayers in the hall
of the palace instead of in the chapel, as her husband the
bishop is away, and that after doing so she finds in the
dining-room a large pig standing between the table and the
sideboard. Tells her dream before prayers. It is precisely
fulfilled, including position of pig. Note that the Pig was
safely in its sty at the time of dreaming but escaped while
prayers were being read. (Proc. S.P.R. XI 487).

No single case of this kind, however impressive
intrinsically, could serve by itself to establish
precognition; but as Saltmarsh says, "When the numbers
mount up and we go from twos and threes to tens and
twenties and even hundreds, then the conviction that
precognitions occur is almost impossible to resist".

It is interesting to note that the condition of sleep
(dreaming) or that "borderland" condition between sleep
and waking appear to be most favourable for veridical
precognition. Saltmarsh gives the following table
comparing the numbers of good and ordinary cases for
different modes of reception:

Border- Im- Halluci- Medium- Crystal

Mode Dream land pression nation istic vision Total

Good 76 4 14 17 20 3 134
Ord'y 40 3 25 45 31 3 147
Total 116 7 39 62 51 6 281

% Good 655 571 35.9 28.3 39.2 50.0 47.7

_The superiority of dreams is evident at a glance; and if
the indications can be taken at their face value the table
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would constitute strong indirect evidence of the reality of
the phenomena. It is, however, just possible that a greater
.willingness to recount dreams than hallucinatory
‘experiences might result in a greater proportion of fulfilled
'dreams being ranked as "good" on evidential grounds.
Thus the conclusion, though probably correct, should not
be taken as definitely established; but the point is worth
noting, if only as illustrating the kind of method and
precaution which respectively may be used and must be
observed in work of this kind.

Experimental Investigation. - Midway between
such purely spontaneous cases as these and strictly
experimental investigations may be placed the word of J.
W. Dunne, whose book An Experiment with Time (1927)
did much to stimulate interest in the subject. Dunne,
studying in the first instance his own dreams and later
those of others, found what appeared to be strong tendency
to dream of events which subsequently took place.
Developing views first suggested by Hinton and others, in
which time is regarded as a fourth dimension of space he
developed a doctrine of 'serialism' according to which
there is an unending regression of time dimensions;
Although the theoretical question of possible explanations
of precognition is by no means settled, it is generally
agreed (see below) that Dunne's hypothesis of an infinite
regression of times is not one that can be profitably
entertained.

Although Dunne aroused interest in the old problem of
the precognitive function of dreams, it has not been along
these lines that further experimantal study has taken place.
Experimenters have generally preferred to do experiments
closely parallel with those on extra-sensory perception in
which the target system is not determined at the time of
guessing, but at some time subsequent to the subject's
guesses, One may, for example, take a pack of cards and
ask the subject to guess the order in which the symbols
will occur after the pack has been shuffled and cut.. After
the guesses have been recorded, the experimenter may
shuffle the pack either manually or mechanically, and then
cut the pack at some randomly determined point. The
randomly determined cut is a precaution neccessary to
avoid the possibility of suceess either through the
experimenter shuffling the card into a position which
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corresponds to the guesses already recorded or through an
imperfect manual shuffle failing to make the final order of
the pack completely unpredictable from its initial order. If
a pack so shuffled and cut shows more than chance
correspondence with the system of guesses made by an
experimental subject before the cut and shuffle it seems
impossible to avoid the conclusion that the subject has
obtained his knowledge of the order of the cards by a
process of precognition, however mysterious and
inexplicable that process may seem to us.

Experiments of this type were carried out in the
parapsychological laboratory of J.B.Rhine at Duke
university, North Carolina, as early as 1934 and have been
continued by many workers there. It is impossible here to
summarize the results of this extensive research, but it can
be said that the results are sufficient to give strong
support to the view that precognition is an experimentally
established fact, although the evidence is less
overwhelming than that for general extra-sensory
perception.

Other evidence has been obtained in England. In
1936, G.N.M. Tyrell reported significant results obtained
by the use of an apparatus of his own, from tests in which
the subject was required to open that the one of five small
boxes which was about to be illuminated by a small electric
bulb after the subject had made his choice.(Proc. S.P.R.
XLI1V, July 1936).

Considerable impetus was given to experimental work
in Great Britain by the discovery by Whately Corington in
1939 of the phenomenon he named "displacement", (Proc.
S.P.R. XLVI, June 1940). In the course of experiments in
telepathy he used simple drawings as test material. He
found that there was a tendency on the part of his subjects
to guess correctly the nature of the drawing that was going
to be used on the next or next but one etc. evening (or in
the next or next but one etc. series) although the subject-
matter for these later drawings had not been selected and
was not inferable at the time the guesses were made.

The effect was statistically significant, but its chief
importance was in leading S.G. Soal to re-examine
material he had accumulated in the course of experiments
with Zener cards, originally intended to test for ordinary
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telepathy or clairvoyance, but apparently without result.
He found (proc. S.P.R. XLVI, June 1940) that, of the 160
persons tested, two showed an analogous effect to that
discovered by Carington, in that they had scored
significantly above chance expectation on cards drawn
one or two places later than the one at which they were
supposed to be aiming. This was extremely impressive,
since neither Dr Soal nor his subjects had had anything
of the kind in mind at the time of the experiments.

This in turn led to the important research of Soal and
Goldney (Proc. S.P.R. XLVII. Dec. 1943), working with
one of the two subjects just mentioned, in which the most
elaborate precautions were taken to guard against all
possibility of error. The test material used consisted of
cards bearing simple pictures of five animals (lion,
elephant, zebra, giraffe, pelican). These were presented in
a strictly random order, determined either by the use of
suitable lists of random numbers or by drawing coloured
counters from a bag. Agent and precipient were always
in separate rooms and each was always supervised by
one or other of the experimenters. Despite every
precaution, however, the subject consistently guessed
correctly the card next to be turned up far more often than
would be expected by chance alone. Soal and Goldney
attributed the success to "precognitive telepathy", since the
card next to be turned up was not known to anyone at
the time of guessing. As evidence for precognition,
however, these experiments are open to the criticism that
the next card to be turned up was a present (not future)
fact at the time of the guess, so success might have
been due to the subject's clairvoyant knowledge of this
fact. The argument against this explanation, namely that
the subject showed no clear evidence of clairvoyant powers
when tested, is not conclusive. Stronger evidence is
provided by an experiment in which the next card to be
turned up was not determined at the time of guessing but
was determined later by the colour of the counter drawn
by Mrs Goldney from a bag. Unfortunately the number of
experiments done by this method was small, but it was
sufficient to provide evidence that the subject could
succeed by this method also, and therefore to give evidence
that he could succeed by precognition.

Problems of Theory.- There can be no doubt that
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the evidence for precognition is strong, but its general
acceptance is likely to be delayed on ~ account of the
difficulty of fitting it into the framework of existing
scientific thought.

Future events, it will be urged, do not exist and
therefore cannot conceivably be cognized; and if a
subject's reaction (guess) is determined by an event that
happens later (viz. the drawing of a card, etc.) then we
have the effect preceding the cause, which is absurd.

The difficulties may readily be conceded and no
prudent man would claim that all the questions
raised can as yet be fully answered. But it seems more
reasonable to suppose, on the basis of past experience, that
our thinking in such matters has been confused than that
the observations are at fault.

When we say that there is a theoretical (or
philosophical) difficulty in accepting the reality of an
alleged fact, we mean that the current use of language leads
to the expectation that the alleged fact will not occur. This
is plainly the case with respect to precognition. Such
expectations cannot, howerver, be used as final grounds
for deciding whether the alleged fact does or does not
occur: that must be settled by carefully controlled
observation. If it is found that the unexpected does occur,
this is an indication that the use of language must be
changed so that the way we talk no longer leads to the
expectation contradicted by experience. There is at least
sufficient experimental evidence for precognition to make
it necessary to consider the problem of how the use of
language must be changed in order to make precognition a
fact that will fit in with our system of linguistically
based expectations.

It has been suggested that, as our expectation that the
future could not be foretold otherwise than by proccesses
of rational inference is based on our ways of talking about
time, a reconsideration of the theory of time might remove
the force of objections to the possibility of directly
foreseeing the future. Dunne suggested the existense of an
infinite series of time dimensions with the possibility that
an event future in the dimension of the time recorded on
our clocks might be past, and therefore cognizable in some
other dimension of time. This theory may be criticized on
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two main grounds. First, we have no other reason for
asserting a multiplicity of time dimensions than the fact
of precognition which this theory is designed to explain.
Dunne thought that there were other reasons, but his
argument, based on the idea of the necessity for a time in
which time takes place, is generally agreed to rest on a
verbal muddle. Secondly, it is objected that an infinite
series of times is itself an absurdity and is not necessary
for the explanation of precognition, which requires only
two dimensions of time.

The suggestion that by postulating two dimensions
of time we might be able to get over this difficulty about
precognition has been made by C.D. Broad, but without
any strong conviction that this will be found to be an idea
that can be presented without selfcontradiction. He has
said indeed that the suggestion may be nonsensical. If it
could be admitted as sensible, however, it would get over
the difficulty in explaining how in precognition a future
event can be a causal ancestor of a present event.

There seems to be no way out of this difficulty. It
remains true that the important thing is to discover
experimentally whether precognition is a fact. If it is, it
will ultimately be found explicabe.

Proceedings and Journal of the society for Psychical
Research, esp. the papers cited, also vol. 5, p.p. 288 ff.
and vol. II, pp. 408 f. Journal of Parapsychology; H.F.
Salt-marsh, Foreknowledge (1938); Charles Richet,
L'Avenir et prémonition (1931); C.D. Broad, "The
Philosophical Implications of ForeKnowledge",
Knowledge and Foreknowledge, (supp. vol. XVI of
Aristotelian Society, 1937).

W.W.C.; R.H.T.
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* L'Orient Le Jour:

Un important ouvrage sur la
Parapsycholagie. Cette étude qui vient
d'étre publiée constitue la somme
d'une gigantesque recherche et pent-étre
une des plus précieuses contributions a
1'étude des pbénomenes
parapsychologiques.

* La Revue du Liban:

"La Parapsychologie au Service de
la Science", un livre qui constituera la
pierre angulaire, une magistrale
introduction de cette science au Liban.
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"Le 2em Congrés international des recherches psychiques:

Proteste contre la confusion qui est journellement faite dans
tous les pays entre le spiritisme et la science psychique,

Déclare que I'hypothése de la survivance humaine (Spirite)...
daps 1'ftat des copnaissances... ne saurait étre considérée comme
démontrée.

Affirme de nouveau le caratire positif et expérimental de la
science psychique en dehors de toute doctrine morale ou religieuse".
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